Preoperative chemotherapy in the management of intracaval extension of Wilms' tumor.
Extension of Wilms' tumor into the renal vein and vena cava complicates the operative treatment of a small but significant number of patients. Two children presented with Wilms' tumor and intracaval tumor extension. After biopsy, both children were given chemotherapy. In one case the tumor completely disappeared from the vena cava, and in the other the tumor regressed substantially, and proximal control became possible at the level of the infrahepatic vena cava. Both children then had an uneventful nephrectomy that was greatly simplified. We conclude that preoperative chemotherapy can induce resolution of intravascular tumor, and may be a useful option in cases of extension of Wilms' tumor into the vena cava.